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International Relations of African States
DIPL 6700 AA





McQuaid Hall Rm. 105
973.275.2969
OFFICE HOURS: Thursday 3:30- 4:00 (or by appointment)
REQUIRED TEXTS:
• Chris Alden, China in Africa, New York: Zed Books 2007.
• Ian Taylor, The international relations of Sub-Saharan Africa,Continuum International
Publishing Group, 2010.
Other assigned text online and on reserve in the library.
COURSE DESCRIPTION
This course examines core themes in the international relations of African States, intra-relations
among African States, and relations between Africa and the rest of the world. Key questions the
course addresses are: What has been the nature of relations between African States? How has
this changed over the last 50 years? What have been some of the core challenges in the
international relations of African States? Who are the leaders on the continent and what impact
do they have on the region? Currently what are the major issues on the continent? The course
will also address key partners and international institutions active on the continent. The course
explores the themes behind African international relations and foreign policy both in theory and
praxis of international diplomacy while also highlighting the core challenges and global
opportunities for African States and the ways the various approaches to address them in
international relations.
ASSIGNMENTS & GRADES
1. Research Paper. (40%) One of the main requirements of this course is to write an original
research paper based on the International Relations of Africa in the last 50 years. All papers are due
at the beginning of class Week 12. All papers must be double spaced and be no less than 15 pages in
length. Everyone will also have a chance to present their findings in the last day of class. In addition,
everyone must submit a paper proposal in writing by the second week of class for approval.
2. Class participation. (20%) Everyone is expected to complete readings prior to class, to attend all
classes, and to contribute to class discussion.
3. Literature Review & Class Discussion Outline. (20%) All students will be assigned a day to
facilitate in-class discussions. Each student is to write an original 2 page reaction to the assigned
readings for the day they lead class discussion. All papers are due on by the day of class they are
assigned to lead. Everyone is required to present their reactions in class. All discussion leaders must
provide outlines of their discussion to the class
4. Paper Discussions & Critiques. (20%) On the final day of class all students will discuss their
papers briefly while another course member will critique the research method and findings in their
paper. All course members are required to provide their critique partner with a final copy of his/her
paper by Week 12 in order for them to prepare a critique.
Plagiarism and Academic Misconduct:
There is a zero tolerance policy in this class for cheating and plagiarism. All papers and reactions
for this class should be done individually. By handing in a paper, each student is affirming that
the paper is his or her own personal work and that it was written by him or her. On papers,
whenever another author’s words are used, this is to be indicated by enclosing words in quotation
marks and indicating the name of the author and the source for the quotation. On papers,
whenever another individual's ideas are used, this must be appropriately acknowledged and
indicated by citing the individual and source. If you are unclear about what constitutes
plagiarism, it is your responsibility to see one of the instructors before handing your work in.
Students are advised to review university policies on cheating and plagiarism, including




















Ian Taylor, The international relations of Sub-Saharan Africa,Continuum
International Publishing Group, 2010. (Introduction)
PART I: International Relations Between African States
Pan Africanism, African Nationalism, & Decolonization
- Murithi, Timothy. The African Union: Pan-Africanism, Peacebuilding and
Development. Page: 7-37. (Online)
- Rupert Emerson . “Pan-Africanism”. International Organization, Vol. 16, No.
2, (Spring, 1962), pp. 275-290. (Online)
Kwame Nantambu . “Pan-Africanism Versus Pan-African Nationalism: An
Afrocentric Analysis”. Journal of Black Studies,Vol. 28, No. 5 (May, 1998),
pp. 561-574. (Online)
Week 2:
Week 3: Integration vs. Non-intervention (Casablanca vs. Monrovia)
Immanuel Wallerstein. “The Early Years of the OAU: The Search for
Organizational Preeminence”. International Organization, Vol. 20, No. 4
(Autumn, 1966), pp. 774-787. (Online)
“Toward Unity in Africa”. Clyde Sanger, Foreign Affairs, Vol. 42, No. 2
(Jan., 1964), pp. 269-281. (Online)
- Kurt B. Young. “Africa Must Unite Revisited: Continuity and Change in the
Case for Continental Unification”. Africa Today, Volume 57, Number 1, Fall
2010, pp. 43-63. (Online)
New Regionalism; Conflict, Management, & Peace building
Murithi, Timothy. The African Union: Pan-Africanism, Peacebuilding and
Development. Page: 82-111. (Online)
- Armstrong M. Adejo. “From OAU to AU: New Wine in Old Bottles?” African
Journal of International Affairs,vol. 4 nos 1 & 2, 2001. (Online)
- Benedikt Franke. “Competing Regionalisms in Africa and the Continent’s
Emerging Security Architecture”. African Studies Quarterly.Volume 9, Issue
3, Spring 2007. (Online)
David J. Francis. “Peacekeeping in a bad neighbourhood: The Economic
Community of West African States (ECOWAS) in peace and security in West
Africa”. African Journal of Conflict Resolution.2010. Volume 57, Number 2,
Winter 2010. (Online)
- Peter Arthur. “ECOWAS and Regional Peacekeeping Integration in West
Africa: Lessons for the Future”. Volume 57, Number 2, Winter 2010. (Online)
Week 4:
New Regionalism; Economic Integration
- Sylvanus Kwaku Afesorgbor, Peter A.G. van Bergeijk. “Multi-membership
and the effectiveness of regional trade agreements in Western and Southern
Africa: A comparative study of ECOWAS and SADC”. Institute of Social
Studies (ISS); CERES, Research School for Resource Studies for
Development March 11, 2011. (Online)
- Alemayehu Gedaa, and Haile Kebret. “Regional Economic Integration in
Africa: A Review of Problems and Prospects with a Case Study of
COMESA”. Journal of African Economies, Vol 17, No. 3, PP. 357-394.
(Online)
Week 5:
International Relations of Regional Powers (South Africa, Nigeria & Egypt)
- Daniel Flemes. “Regional power South Africa: Cooperative hegemony
constrained by historical legacy”. (Online)
- Miriam Prys. “Regions, power and hegemony: South Africa’s role in Southern
Africa”. (Online)
Week 6:
PART II: Relations Between Africa & The World
Week 7: South-South Relations
- Maxi Schoeman. “Of BRICs and Mortar: The Growing Relations between
Africa and the Global South”. The International Spectator.30 Mar 2011.
(Online)
- Ian Taylor, The international relations of Sub-Saharan Africa,Continuum
International Publishing Group, 2010. (Chapter 5)
- Marcelo Paiva and Tsegay Wolde-Georgis. ‘Brazil’s “Biofuels Diplomacy” in
Africa: A Model for South-South Collaboration?’ April 20, 2010. (Online)
Week 8: China
Chris Alden, China in Africa, New York: Zed Books 2007. (Online)
Ian Taylor, The international relations of Sub-Saharan Africa,Continuum
International Publishing Group, 2010. (Chapter 4)
Week 9: Europe
Ian Taylor, The international relations of Sub-Saharan Africa, Continuum
International Publishing Group, 2010. (Chapters 2,3, 6)
Pamela A. Jordan. “A Bridge Between the Global North and Africa? Putin’s
Russia and G8 Development Commitments”. African Studies Quarterly
Volume 11, Issue 4 Summer 2010. (Online)
Week 10: North America
- Ian Taylor, The international relations of Sub-Saharan Africa, Continuum
International Publishing Group, 2010. (Chapter 1)
- US Policy Planning for Africa (2004), in Africa and the West: A Documentary
History,2nd Edt. Vol. 2. Oxford: 2010. (Online)
- Christopher Isike, Ufo Okeke-Uzodike, Lysias Gilbert. “The United States
Africa Command: Enhancing American security or fostering African
development?” African Security Review 17.1 2008. (Online)
Week 11: The UN & WTO
- Ilyana Kuziemko and Eric Werker. “How Much Is a Seat on the Security
Council Worth? Foreign Aid and Bribery at the United Nations”. Journal of
Political Economy, 2006. (Online)
- Donna Lee a & Nicola J. Smith. “The Political Economy of Small African
States in the WTO”. The Round Table,97:395, 259-271. (Online)
- Michael Friis Jensen and Peter Gibbon. “Africa and the WTO Doha Round:
An Overview”. Development Policy Review,2007, 25 (1): 5-24. (Online)
Week 12: IFI’s; (IMF, World Bank, London Club, Paris Club)
Ian Taylor, The international relations of Sub-Saharan Africa,Continuum
International Publishing Group, 2010. (Chapter 7)
- Edward Breslin . “Structural Actfustmeiit in Africa: Engaging with the World
Bank in the 1990s.” (Online)
- O. Felix Ayadi, Funso Ayadi, Esther .0. Adegbite “Structural Adjustment,
Financial Sector Development and Economic Prosperity in Nigeria”
International Research Journal of Finance and Economics. Issue 15 (2008).
(Online)
Jos'e Brambila-Macias and Isabella Massa. “The Global Financial Crisis and
Sub-Saharan Africa: The Effects of Slowing Private Capital Inflows on
Growth". African Development Review, Vol. 22, No. 3, 2010, 366-377.
(Online)
Week 13: Paper Discussions
